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“Determined to keep your trust.  Working to keep you safe.” 

 

MEDIA ADVISORY 
 
 

CONTACT: Lieutenant John Michalke  OFFICE: (586) 469-7198   CELL: (586) 484-1790   FAX: (586) 307-9621 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
The Macomb County Sheriff’s Office is investigating three (3) separate, and similar incidents 
where an individual has attempted to obtain money while fraudulently identifying himself as a law 
enforcement person.   
 
In each of the three incidents, the attempt to defraud starts with a phone call to unsuspecting 
residents. An individual calls residents (over the phone), identifies himself as a law 
enforcement person, and then tells the resident that he (or she) owes a fine for missing jury 
duty.  The caller tells the resident that he will be arrested unless he pays the fine.   
 
In order to reconcile the debt, the caller demands that the resident go to a convenience store, 
purchase a money order, and provide the caller with the routing number. 
 
The Sheriff’s Office has taken three such complaints: all calls that had been placed to 
Washington Township residents, and all three calls were received on August 31st. 
 
Macomb County Sheriff Anthony Wickersham encourages anyone who receives such calls to 
disregard any fraudulent attempts to obtain money.  Try to remember as much detail as is 
possible (about the conversation) and contact your local police agency to check the veracity of 
any calls of a suspicious nature. 
 

The Sheriff’s Office is actively investigating these predatory calls.  We caution 
everyone to be wary of any attempts to obtain money under suspicious 
circumstances.  No law enforcement agency will demand money under threat of 
arrest.  
 
      Sheriff Anthony Wickersham    

 
 
The Macomb County Circuit Court jury-process is managed by the Macomb County Clerk’s 
Office.  County Clerk Carmella Sabaugh related the following information: 
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"I commend Sheriff Wickersham for his actions to protect Macomb County citizens from 
jury duty scams.  Our jury clerks never ask for money from jurors and never visit jurors 
homes. We go out of our way to provide great service to over 16,000 jurors who appear 
in the Court Building every year.  
 
When these scammers are caught, we look forward to giving them an opportunity to 
have a jury of their peers." 
 
 
 
The following information is from the County Clerk, Carmella Sabaugh and it is about the 
Clerk’s Office and the Macomb County Circuit Court Jury Process. 
 
Sabaugh increased juror attendance by almost 20% using technology, without 
increasing the jury expense budget. Sabaugh provides other innovative jury duty 
service, including: jury summons come with a driver at no cost to the county budget 
providing door-to-door transportation from home to the Court Building and back thanks 
to Uber. Sabaugh partners with SMART to provide free bus tickets to jurors. She started 
a one-day, one-trial system that reduced jury duty from one week to one day for most 
jurors and reduced annual costs. She provides free wireless Internet service in the jury 
room so jurors can stay in touch with family or work while waiting to be picked for a trial. 
The Mount Clemens Public Library provides free library books on-demand, delivered 
from any library in the county, waiting when jurors arrive. Jurors also get reminder text 
messages prior to serving, which contain helpful tips. Jurors can sometimes get a cup of 
coffee, shop or simply get some fresh air, while waiting for a text message directing 
them to a courtroom. Sabaugh has a “paperless response” system, and provides self-
serve kiosks for jurors to check-in upon arrival, answer questionnaires, and update their 
personal information. 
 
 

 
   
 
  
 

 
 


