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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
MT. CLEMENS, MI – October 26, 2016 - Detectives with the Macomb County 
Sheriff’s Office conducted a large-scale operation yesterday (10-25-16) at various 
locations in the metropolitan Detroit area, primarily in Macomb County.  
Yesterday’s operation was the culmination of a long-term investigation into the 
buying and shipping of stolen cellphones and money-laundering.   
 
The Sheriff’s Enforcement Team coordinated the law-enforcement effort.  
Beginning yesterday morning at approximately 9am, detectives executed twelve 
(12) search warrants and arrested five (5) persons who are believed to be part of 
a continuing criminal enterprise.   
 
Detectives believe that the arrested persons were operating storefront locations 
where they would accept stolen, new-in-the-box cellular phones.  The phones 
would be packaged shipped and resold.  The proceeds from the sale of these 
phones would then be used to expand the criminal enterprise.   
 
The searches that were conducted yesterday were done at both homes and 
businesses owned or operated by the five principal targets.  The five persons 
who were arrested were all brought to the Macomb County Jail. The arrested 
subjects, all men, were identified and interviewed and they were released 
pending the authorization of formal charges. 
 
The arrested individuals are not being identified (at this time) as they have not yet 
been formally charged.  They include, two Sterling Heights men, one 40 years-of-
age and one 25.  A 39 year-old Shelby Township man, and a 29 year-old (also 
from Shelby), and a 35 year-old Macomb Township man.  
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The addresses searched include private homes located in Sterling Heights (2), 
Shelby Township (2), and one home in Macomb Township. 
 
Businesses searched include four (4) in Sterling Heights, one in Oak Park and 
two (2) in the City of Detroit. 
 
Yesterday’s Operation concluded at approximately 11:30pm.     
 
 
 
 

 
 


