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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
MT CLEMENS, MI – April 11, 2016 - Macomb County Sheriff Anthony 
Wickersham relates that sheriff detectives have made an arrest in the fatal car 
crash that claimed the life of a 28 year-old Westland woman. 
 
On March 20th, 2016, sheriff deputies began an investigation into the crash which 
occurred on the eastbound lanes of I-94 near Metropolitan Parkway in Harrison 
Township.   
 
In the initial investigation, deputies determined that the victim, Jessica Ann Hays 
was driving a 2010 Dodge Avenger which was disabled on the freeway, and 
facing the wrong direction.   
 
A 52 year-old Chesterfield Township woman, driving a 2014 Chrysler Town & 
Country mini-van was also travelling eastbound on I-94 and she came upon the 
stopped Avenger, striking it head-on.  The Chesterfield woman was not at fault in 
the crash. 
 
In the ensuing investigation, detectives were able to determine that a third vehicle 
was involved.  This other vehicle first struck the Avenger in the back.  This crash 
caused the Avenger to spin around and become disabled in the middle of the 
eastbound lanes of the freeway.  The Avenger was then struck by the mini-van.    
 
The driver that caused the original crash drove off the freeway (at the 
Metropolitan Parkway exit) and his vehicle was disabled at the foot of the exit 
ramp.   
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The driver fled the location on foot. 
 
This driver, a 23 year-old from Warren, first left the scene (on foot) then later 
returned and used a private company to tow his silver 2003 Ford F350 pick-up 
truck from the scene.   
 
After interviewing witnesses and examining the damage to the Avenger, 
detectives and crash investigators were able to identify the striking vehicle.  The 
vehicle was located at a residence in Warren. When the vehicle was located, it 
was partially covered by a tarp and the damaged parts had been removed.     
 
Sheriff detectives completed their investigation and brought all of their findings to 
the Macomb County Prosecutor’s Office.  A warrant was issued for the arrest of 
Stephen Anthony Tate.          
 
On Friday, 04-08-16, Tate voluntarily reported to the Sheriff’s Office where he 
was arrested and formally charged.    
 
He is charged with:  
 
Count #1: Failure To Stop At Scene Of Accident – When At Fault – 

Resulting In Death (15 year felony) 
 
Count #2: Tampering With Evidence – Criminal Case Punishable By More 

Than 10 Years.  (10 year felony) 
 
 
On 04-08-16, he was video-arraigned in the 41B District Court of Clinton 
Township and his bond was set at $15,000 cash-or-surety.  
 
He posted bond and he has been released.  His next Court date is 04-20-16 at 
8:30am.  
 
Note: Anyone who might have witnessed the crash, or anyone who might have 
additional information is asked to please call Detective Tony Petrykowski at (586) 
307-9367. 

 
 


